Living Hope – Equipping Track

The Three Stages of Salvation

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ….”

Romans 5:1

This study looks at what it means to be ‘saved’, past, present and future. This will give us a framework to help us understand what to be thankful for, what is happening now, and what we can look forward to in the future.

At a glance, the 3 stages of Salvation are:

· Past:
We have been saved from the Penalty of Sin

· Present:
We are being saved from the Power of Sin

· Future:
We will be saved from the Presence of Sin

Stage 1 – Past: We have been saved from the Penalty of Sin

Romans 5:1, quoted above, assures us that those who have trusted Christ to take away their sins have peace with God now. It is not a future hope but a present reality. It is helpful to think of the word ‘justified’ as meaning that God accepts us ‘just-as-if-I’d-never-sinned’.

	Write out Romans 8:1  
	     

	     


This salvation is for everyone, no matter what they have done. All of us are sinners and all of us have been accepted through the sacrifice of Christ (see 1 Timothy 1:12-16 and Luke 15:7).

Question: How secure is this salvation? If we turn to Jesus then sin again, can we lose it? (Read John 6:37 and John 10:27-29).

Pick one option:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Very secure – we cannot lose it.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Insecure – we could lose it.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don’t know – either is possible.

Stage 2 – Present: We are being saved from the Power of Sin

	Write out Hebrews 10:14  
	     

	     

	     


We have already seen that God has given us his own righteousness as a gift (see Romans 3:21-24). In that sense we have already been “made perfect”. Yet, all Christians know that they are not yet perfect; we still sin! (See Romans 7:21-25 and 1 John 1:8-2:1). To put it another way, we have been saved from the penalty of sin (God accepts us), but now we need to be saved from the power of sin in our lives. This is a process. And this process lasts a lifetime!

Ephesians 4:22-24  “You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”

This process of growth, of being made holy, (sometimes called ‘sanctification’) is all about the image of God being restored in our lives. We were made in God’s image (i.e. like him in character and make up). But sin has corrupted and spoiled that original godly character so that now we find it difficult to live peacefully with one another. All of us can list many destructive desires of the sinful nature (see Galatians 5:19-21 for example).

	Write out 1 Timothy 4:7-8  
	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


The process of being made holy should not be feared or thought of as too hard to do. Rather, it should be seen as a process where we work with God to experience ever-increasing wholeness – he is re-making us according to his original design, bringing healing to all our relationships and every other area of our lives.

Much of the Equipping Track will be concerned with this process of growth, but for now, listen to a word of encouragement from the Apostle Paul:

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.”

Philippians 3:12

Stage 3 – Future: We will be saved from the Presence of Sin

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

Every Christian has the hope of eternal life. God has promised it to us and since it is the promise of God himself, it cannot fail! The future hope of the Christian will be looked at in more detail later in the Equipping Track. For now, read about it in these verses:

· 2 Peter 3:13

· Revelation 21:3-4
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